Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 060878 
ORIGIN COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 NEA-10 ISO-OO OES-06 CG-00 DOTE-OO 
/025R 

DRAFTED BY COMM/NOAA/NMFS:DWEIDNER:JJ 
APPROVED BY OES/OFA/FA:A:ZUCCA 
COMM/NOAA/NMFS:MKRA VANIA 
STATE-NEA/AFN : SESCUDERO 632-2030 
STATE-OF.S/OFA: AT .7,1 ICC A 

191541Z 007673/66 

R 182144Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMCONSUL CASABLANCA 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 060878 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, CMO 

SUBJECT: CUBAN FISHING OFF WEST AFRICA 
CUBAN FISHING OFF WEST AFRICA 

REF: CASABLANCA 192, FEBRUARY 1, 1977 

1 . THE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS), NOAA, 
COMMERCE APPRECIATES REGIONAL FISHERY ATTACHE'S 
REPORTING ON CUBAN FISHING. NMFS (AS WELL AS OTHER 
U.S. AGENCIES) HAVE NO INFORMATION ON A SOVIET VESSEL 
NAMED "PLAYA GIRON". A CUBAN ATLANTIK CLASS STERN 
FACTORY TRAWLER, BOUGHT IN EAST GERMANY IN 1968 WITH 
A GRT OF ABOUT 2,660 TONS AND THUS SIMILAR TO VESSEL 
REPORTED IN REFTEL, IS NAMED "PLAYA GIRON". NMFS 
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NOTES THAT IT IS NOT UNUSUAL FOR CUBAN DISTANT WATER 
FISHING VESSELS TO HAVE SOVIET MASTERS OR OPERATE 
WITH THE SOVIET FLEET. 

2. THE REPORTED GRT OF 3,128 TONS IS CLOSEST TO THE 
SOVIET MAIAKOVSKII CLASS OF STERN FACTORY TRAWLERS 
WHICH ARE MASS-PRODUCED IN THE NIKOLAEV SHIPYARDS 
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ON THE BLACK SEA. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE SOVIETS 
HAVE RECENTLY LAUNCHED A MAIAKOVSKII CLASS TRAWLER 
AND NAMED IT IN HONOR OF THE EVENTS AT THE BAY OF PIGS. 

THE SOVIETS HAVE NAMED SEVERAL OTHER VESSELS AFTER 
COMMUNIST ANNIVERSARIES, PLACES, AND PERSONALITIES 
AND HAVE MAINTAINED THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE NAME. 

3. ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THIS VESSEL (INCLUDING 
A PHOTOGRAPH) WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

VANCE 
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